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SUBJECT s 1961 Net Evalunstion

1. 1 have reviewsd the Basic Assumptions for the 1951
Net Evaluation as set forth in yeur memarandun of 17 Fay.
1 agres upan the desirsbility of studying a general muclear
war initisted by the USSE in & period of heightened werlc
tension.

2., The Basic Asswmptions nete that the G will receive
only that tactical warming provided by werning devices. I
prevumes that the Jtaff censiders the confitien of “keigitaned
world tsnsion® to constitute some type of strategic wexidng.
It sppears to ms that it would be helpful in sstiing wp the
problea to define mors precissly the extent of strategic
warvdng sod the nature of the US resction to it. For emanmple
in a situation of heightened tensien, tiere may or say not be =
m@mmw@mmwim;
on the Sovist side. Ubviously, the degroe of preparation or
the Sovist side and the amount of time availabls for such

steps as pesking missiles womld affect the weight and e’fece
ﬁm:: of any Soviet attack. Simdlarly, ibe assumec cxtent

of US prepsrations in a peried of teasion womld affect hoth
mmmtummmwurﬁ-mmv{maex
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Staff will reselve in the course of its deliberstions. Eowe
sver, the masner in wiich they are reselved will greatly
affoct the cutease of the analyasis. In these circumstasces,
it might be desirsble for the Bubcamitiee to examxine tis
nore detalled spsumptions widch the Staff will prepare s
the study gets under way.
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